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.C}os*-i1(bt. UaV)/.
A» he Watched the atrlcken enemy

slink off toward the akyline and knew
there would be ven«e»nce later on.

Dfek Anthony no more f»ar»d the fu¬
tura than h» thought of fllnehln« from
bla own half-drilled rabble.
He admitted to himself now that hia

two quick victor!·» «within a week
meant little mor· than two spur marks
oa Kassla's hide.
He had to »ttr if he was to save

Persia from th» Russian yoke! Action,
and only action.swift, unexpected
and well-planned.could help blm tn
Persia.
Russian dead and mounded lay

scattered over two Vqnare miles of

plain, and the walled city of Astra-
bed lay helpless for the takln«.
Bla rafted Une stood «till «axin«

tn wonder at him In the «nah of his
new »ucceaa. gaping belief, now, more

than ever of Cabe« All Khan'» wild
«tory, that made him Alexander of
Macedón reincarnated. But he can¬

tered down among the »paced-out com¬

panies, lettln« the »unlleht flash

alon« th» blade of hla stran«· Jewel¬
ed claymore, and hi» voice was like
the crackln« of «r«»t whip», as he
made hi» will known, his seat In the
saddle that of a man who la obeyed.

.'Back:" he ordered. "Back .to your
hills s«aln"'
"Let (hem loot, behadur!" Usbe« All

Khan advised, rtdtn« up to Dick's
side.
Dick wheeled on him. spinning hi»

bl« hor»e In one of those swift move¬

ment» that were as dlaconcertln« as

they were characteristic.
"I made you eecond In common«!!

What are you doing here? Take the
left win« and answer for your men's
behavior! Join your command, »ir!"
Without another word he »purred to

the far end of the other win« where
hi« seven hundred horsemen were
drawn up and Andry Macdougal
leaned, swearing soft, endearing oath»
at the machine «un.
"Where awa'?'" called Andry.

.Where awa'. Mr. Dicky?"
Dick reined In and the huge man

laid a hand on the charger's wither».
"Back to the hills, Andry. Ar· your

men In hand?"
"Ou-aye!"
"Then lead the way! Lead off with

sour gun! Back alon« the way we
came!"
"But.Mr. Dicky-"
"Whatr·
"About Marie?"
"Mara! Her that's waitin' wununan

on the princess yonder!"
Dick »cowled at the horlion. A

cloud of dark dust curled and eddied
above a low hill and stampeding Cos¬
sacks: beyond the cloud, he knew, was
the princess who hsd Interfered and
played with him until ha waa outlaw
who had once been proud Scota gen¬
tleman. It wa» only human to connect
th« princes» and her maid together in
one comprehensive loathing, and to
forget for the moment that, the maid
had fallen victim to Andry'» «ar«oyle
charms.that she loved the huge man
.and that »he had already given proof
of her devotion.

"Did you hear my order?"
"??! Stan' by y'r tracée, there! Take

hold!"
Sixty tired men «prang from the

around to do hi» bidding Instantly,
and Dick rode on to where all the
Russian reserve ammunition lay piled
on commlaarlat wagons, horsed from
the »tablea of Ruesian officers
"Forward!" he ordered, pointing to

he. hills, anil the cavalcade began to
move.

At the far end of the other win«
I'sbeg Ali »wallowed hi» own thoughts
of plunder and forced Dick's will on
man who»« Ideal might be Persia lib¬
erated, but whose Immediate yearning,
like his own. waa for the loot In As-
trahad basaars.

"Biamillfth!" he muttered in hi»
beard. "The fellow »trokea hi» stub¬
born chlu. look» up once to heaven,
and then know» what to do! I tell
tales of li ini that I invented and the
talcs prove true one»! I prophesy
about him. and the prophecies come
true! Who am I that I ¿hould doubt
the hand of Allah! Nay.I am a sol¬
dier and I have iny orders!"
He rode like a thunderbolt, one« up

i'rid once again down the Une. shout¬
ing for close order: and alnce clos«
order presaged movement of some
kind they obeyed htm readily enough.

Dick halted where the foothill»
rose abruptly from the level land, and
the horses could no longer drag the
heavy wagons fsst enough to keep up
with the climbing infantry.
He ordered the wounded taken from

the wagon» where they lay on the
cartridge boxe». He ordered bough lit¬
ters made for them, and told off car¬
riers. Next, out came the cartridge
boxes, and he served out two hundred
round» a man. There were thousands
««? thousands of rounds left over, and
he had them packed on the horses.
Then he ordered:

"Haul the wagon» by hand alon«
that ridge! Draw them up in line!"
They obeyed him, wondering. In full

view of the distant city they arranged
a barricade of warons. overturning
them and locking each to each until
the whole was like a wall.
"Now guard them for me until my

return!" Dick ordered, riding down to
where the rear guard watched Inquis¬
itively. Usbe« All stared wide eyed,
but Dick bade him lead the advance
guard now straight up toward the
mountain».
"Lead off with the horee!" he order¬

ed. "Throw out a screen ahead and on
either tlank. Walt for me unlea* I have
caught up before you reach the fifth
mile.'*

Dick ahut hi« lip» tight In a way
that l/abeg AU waa beginning to rec¬
ognise for the abrupt, blunt end of ar¬
gument He »»luted and rode away.

".«tow! 'Tentlon! Listen!"
They had been leaning on their

r.fl.i». but the crack and resonance
Dick gave hi» word» brought them up
standing like drilled men.
"Yonder Is Astrabad there are not

many Ruaalana left, but those we have
Ju»t worsted may rally and return.
They are likely to. I am «oin« on, a
day'« march from here. If you are
attacked you may «end a man to warn
me. Meanwhile you.Yuaauf All.com-
mnnd this rear guard, stand here and
defend thi» position and these
wagons until I come back. Don't trou-
ble to conceal yourselves. Light fires
tonight: let the Russians know where
you are: and the best way to avoid at-
tack will be to make the Ruaalana
think you are more numerous than you
are. To the wa«ona.forward.march!"

Five minute» later, he left them
digging trenches with whatever tools
they could Improvise, and he rode
away with no doubt in hla mind that
they would stay there, a*

"Forward!" ordered Dick, riding to
the head of the remaining infantry.

G?. up Dick led but said nothing and
answered qneations. Not even when
they came on the advance guard, wait-
in« for them on the plateau, and l"*-
beg All Khan rode back to report the
trail all clear, would Dick give anydetail» of hi» plan.
He called a halt at laat when he

reached the brow of a ellff that over¬
hung the plain, and pointed to a
fringe of tree» behind which theymight IU and rest.
ri Çampnr·« now! No watchflres

tonight. No noise! Eat your rational
rold and »leep where you lie!" he oTlererj

.Bahadur. I am second in cenmond;
may I not know the aec-«·.«" asked
U,b» AH«, "Am 1 ..k«l>· **> betray aconfidence?" mw

Dick »mlUd. H« knew well theAfghan', loyalty But he knew, too!who had told those utterly amailngtal·· about Iskender com« to litiagain, and h. Judged that such poet¬ical imagination would be betternottoo freely fed. Dick wanted hi» armyquiet.Incurlou».at re«t- ··¦«·»

.Ther·'» no »ecret. Uabeg All. G~?*

got suspicions by dawn I'll know the
truth. Help m» pick watchmen now!
Use all your wtta.we need eyes, ear»
and alienee!"
Then aa Gideon once did In Bible

story, Dick took »tepa to chooae a
handful from his host on whom he
could depend. He and l!»be« All walk¬
ed here and there, here and there. In
and out among the companies, look-
Ing for men whose eye» were bright
aliti, and who were not tou tired to
answer Jest .vlth Jest

It took them two hours to pick a«
hundred and fifty men: but at laut
they had three fifty-man platoons to
take the strain In turn, and then they
pushed a living frlng far forward, be¬
yond» the low foothill» te the hot plain.
Dick posted them, though Usbe« All
\veri-t_jilth him to see, and Usbe« All
HatssTcfd to the orders that he «ave;
but the Af«han learned little.
"Now for the closest watch that

ever army kept!" commanded Dick.
"The man caught nodding die«! The
flrat man to get information win« pro¬
motion on the spat! I'm short of good
Fergeants!"
"We will watch as the night bird«

watch for mice!!' they promised.
"Two hour«!" said Dick.
"Two hours, and then relier for

four.then, two hours' watch a«ain!"
When the last fixed post had been

attended to. he and Usbe« All walked
back through the gathering gloom to
the foot ?? the overhanging cliff, where
Dick had ordered a graea bed mada fdi:
himself, raised on four cleft stick«.

"I'm «olng to deep here." he said,
"where they can find me quickly« Go
up to where the men He; sleep until:
dawn!"

.Sahn». I-"
"It Is an order, Usbe« All!".
3o the Afghan went, regretfully.

almost resentfully.yet sore-eyedfrom long wakefulness. and soon his
snores »an« second to Andry Mac-
dougal'a rasping salutation to the
Bleep god. The whole host wa» sleeping
almost before the «un went under, ana
none but the shadow lurking outposts
saw four horsemen, on« by on«, «o
racing along the plain at chance, un¬
certain interval».

Dick's order« were for »Hence and
no attempt was made to «hoot the
galloper«: three slipped by untouched.
So the fourth man, riding within
sound of the third'» hoof thunder.
gathered confidence. He rode full pelt
Into a trap. They tripped his horse

.with a pegged rope, and pounced on
him to »trip' him. 2nd whether he
broke hi« neck in falling or they
broke It for him they reporten him to

: Dick aa dead. When they had torn
every atrip of clothing from his body
they TUacovered a letter tucked In his
asnek. and hurried to Dick with it,
quarreling a» they ran as to who had
earned the reward. Dick.leaping
from hi» bed before they were within
ten yards of him.promoted all five
instantly.
Then he struck match after match,

and burned hi« fingers in his eager¬
ness to read the message, chuckling
to himself »nd thanking the god of
good adventurers because he knew
enough Russian to understand T.he.
fifty words «crawled on a piece of un¬
official paper. No need of an Interpre¬ter! No one to «hare the new»! No¬
body, then, to warn the Russlsns! Por
the hundredth time hi« trick of keep-
In« silent had served him well!
At dawn, when the drifting, gray¬

ish mists were rising to proclaim the
hour of prayer, he found Usbe« All
Khan.adventurer. Idealist, true be¬
liever.rising from a prayer mat fac¬
ing Mece».
"Look!" said Dick, pointing through

a rift In the mist to the plain below.
Something moved. slowly, like a
darker bank of mist amid the raat.
half a thousand feet below, and tea
miles distant.noiseless apparently.
and yet there »ras a hint of something
that suggested thunder.
"By the blood of Allah's prophet!"

said the Afghan, "duns'"
"In a few hour» we will have

«uns!" answered Dick.
. · · a a a ·

Never, probably, since In the dawn
of «tges' Asia first began to writhe
under the hates and loves, the devil¬
ish desires and passion-bred war« of
Individuals, had the hot plains out-
.td» ? «trabad »«en fury euch as resit
the Princes· Olga Kara«eor«ovlch
while Dick's little army wound Its
way toward the hills

'"Cowards!" she screamed. "Cura!"
She turned them. thou«h It took

two hour«. She brought them to a halt
at last.rallied them.faced them
about.and led them back; and how
she did It, only »he knew. There were
men behind her when ahe came whoae

I faces streamed blood where her whip
lash had descended; there waa an of-
fleer whoae blood ran in his eye· They
followed her like little beaten do««,
trampln« In fours ss If tn leash, too
dazed and frightened to remember
anything, or to do anything but obey
her dumbly and march numbly at her
bidding back to Aetrabad.
They were challenged.brought to

a halt outside the gate.
"Open!" she ordered, and the «ate

ewung
So »he rode In at the head of a lit¬

tle more than two half regiment»,
reckless of the dead and dying on the
plain outside and thoughtful only of
Russia's grip that must be reclenched
on northern Persia. Gone wa« her
passion for Dick Anthony.«one up In
a blaze of anger and replaced by a
hate for him that was inhuman In its
devilish determination. Gone was th«
thought of serving Dick by playing
the Okhrana false.gone any hope of
seeing him king.
Not a minute did «he waate. Th»

wire« were down and the Caspian
cables cut; she had the Held all clear,
and none now would be likely to op¬
pose her orders. She seized new build-
ing» for the Cossack«. raided the
bazaars and seized an ample supply
of food, arrested twenty of the lead¬
ing citizens, and whipped them.set
Aatrabad a-thunder with the prepara¬
tion for new, resolute beginnings.
Then, looking out toward the foot¬

hills from a high muezzin'· tower, she
saw Dlck'a line of wa«on» and believed
that he Intended to entrench himself
in that position.
."Idiot!" she laughed, gazing through

binocular«. "He waits for me! I must
smash the wagon barricade wtth
gun«!"
But the gun« had been sent to

harry Dick Tn hla former fastness up
in the Klbur« mountains.

"Gallopers!" she ordered. "Four! No.
six!"
She wrote a letter, and made six

copien of It. ordering the runs to
hurry back and not wait for their es¬
cort, explaining In fifty words that
Dick Anthony wa« entrenched near
the city, and that therefore the road
below the foothills must be clear. She
sent them on« at a time at Intervals.
In cas« of accidenta. Two -ot by un¬
observed. The following ? ¦»>* were
¦een.

It wa» the last man whose Iettar
reached Dick Anthony.

. a a a a · a

Wreatthed In the rising mist, Dick
Anthony stood »lient on the cliff« pro-
Jectln« lip and «ased through bi¬
noculars.
"Bahadur!" «aid Usbe« All, drawing

nearer now respectfully, yet somehow
with a hint of Insolence. He wa« an¬
gry that lie had not been consulted.
Dick closed hla binoculars, snapped

them in their slip« case, and faced
Uabear All at last with a «ood hu¬
mored smile that made the Afghan
wish he had not spoken.
'TH trouble you to get your men in

hand Uabeg All. Get a thousand hid¬
den alon« that ridge to our right.
that ridare that reaches out across the
plain«. You'd better hurry.th· ros¬
nen won't be long about breakfaat.
Walt! Play a waiting game! When
they get well within range, open on
them; they'll Umber up and retir· to
look for their support» After they've
answered with · round or two. Leave
'em to me then. Don't follow.pepper
'em at lor« ran««. But don't break
cover!"

1 So. whll» the gunners ate their
breakfast, there crept between them
and Aatrabad a ion« Una of Persiane
who had a crow or two to pick with
Russia
A trumpet sounded. Leisurely tn·

«unners seized their reins and mount-

The Lancing of the Whale
ed. They started st an easy walk.six
guns, one following the other, «It.
an extra ammunition wagon to each
sun and a considerable convoy of pro¬
visions.
A »econd trumpet sounded for the

trot, -and for perhaps four hundred
yards the column jossed and bumped
along, with heavy wagons jolting In
Its wake, making the dull, rumbling
thunder that rides ever «with artillery.
Then, an officer of the advance saw
something* on the ridge ahead that
awakened hi« curiosity.

Instead of sending an alarm back,
and letting the guns halt until he
had Investigated, he galloped ahead
alone: and aa he spurred.timed to a
nicety.Dick Anthony led hi« seven
hundred horsemen at a walk behind
the other ridge. Now, the Russian»
were batween two hidden bodies of an
enemy and absolutely unsuspicious or
the fact.
The officer rode on and nothing

happened. He reached the edg» at a

rolnt where low bu»he» crowned it.
Ic rode over It and disappeared. No¬
body heard tbe yell for help as he
was drag-ged from hi« horse and
knifed: nobody saw his body »gain,for th» Jackal» finished It that night.The rest of th« battery continuad to
advance, sublimely Ignorant of twitch¬
ing finger» curled over triggers and
of a machine gun whose mechanism
purred to the testing of a canny, care¬
ful Scot. The Coisacks loosed tbeir

"Ehe believed Dick Anthony behind
that row of tires.

Rea-??????. In her wild, swift-twl.t-
lng* way. ??????? facts and trusting
only prejudice, she had deduced, that
Dick was afraid to keep the city lie
had won. She believed him now to be
waiting for reinforcements, and-per¬
haps to be arguing with a' swarm of
dlncontented men. The only alterna¬
tive suggestion she could make was
that he meant *to watch for the re¬
turning guns and then »Up back to
hia mountain top where he would
think that he was aafe.

«-"he wrote another message and sent
six- more gallopers careering through
the night, and this time each bore a
little map that showed the line of
Dick's probable retreat. The Infantry
were told. Instead of following the
guns, to climb Into the foothill«·.hunt
for Dick's tre.ll.and lie on It In am¬
bush.

Feverish hands, she knew, were la¬
boring at the wire· that had been
cut. Within an hour from midnight
she expected to be in touch again with
Petersburg- and the secret, swtft-
pulsing heart of half the world's
treachery. The Okhrana, then would
have to know what the outcome of the
plan was to use Dick Anthony.
The thought wss disquieting.
But that thought brought other·,

and lt seemed to her she had won!
From the first the plan had been to

snd he had heard too much from the
princess about an army corpa all
ready to croa« over the border net to
believe In Its existence.

"Get those guns bidden slong the
ridge!" he ordered. "We'll wait here
for thoae Coesack regiments."
But he was not destined to fight

two battles In the same place. Dick
had bidden his six cannon In ambush;
Usbeg All Khan and the other Af¬
ghans were busy teaching their be¬
ginners the A, B, C of gun practice;
a screen of scouts had been thrown
out In four direction·, aad Dick waa
busy taking »lock of tbe« content· of
the captured wagons when a man ap¬
peared over the brow of a gentle rise
.halted In doubt.and was brought
down at long range by a rifleman.
Within ten minutes the dead man

had been »tripped and his letter was
on Its way to Dick. In the princess'
usual style the Iettar wss unaddress-
ed. though lt bore her scrawled In¬
itials. Dick tore it open.read the
message to the Coesack infanti-)', or¬
dering them to take to tha hills and
lie In ambush there.frowned, folded
it. tied It In a cleft stick la a wa> thct
1· customary all through the east.
and called a horseman.

"Tak-j this letter. Ride until you
find the Russian Infantry. Qlve lt to
their officer commanding. Bay you
had It from the Princes» Olga Kara-
georgovlch!"
Within an hour Marie Mouqulr-'s

tunic«.lit their pipes.and some of
them began to sing.

It was that other sense all savage
people have.that wordless Intuition
of Impending danger that brought the
advance guard to a halt at last with¬
in a hundred yards of tbe ridge. Tbey
halted first, and then an officer callea
"Halt!" without exactly knowing wh*y.
The order had but left his lips when

a rifle shot made the word his last
one; and then Instantly the whole long
ridge became a line of spurting flame
ancl there was no advance guard any
longer.only a row of horses that
stood patiently and one loose horse
that galloped back. Heads appeared
above the ridge, and yells that made
the blood run. cold were raised In a
sudden storm of sound.
The Russians unlimbered and got

Into action with a speed that did them
credit, and there were enough men
left to man each gun and send a with¬
ering dose or two of grape shot
shrieking on Its way across tbe
rtdge.
But Andry's machine gun opened on

them plp-p-p-p-lp-lp-ip-p-plp-plp-plp!
In a storm of bullets that seemed to
silt the very universe In fragment·«.
and that rattled off the barrels of the
guns like hsil on a window, the Cos¬
sacks hooked their, teams up, turned
and fled.back In the direction of the
mountains.back to meet the Infantry
who should be hurrying hot foot to
catch up to them.
They rode straight toward Dick An¬

thony. He loosed but half his seven
hundred, and rode straight at them:
There was sword work before the

guns were taken. A major of Cos-
Sacks, maddened at losing the battery
that represented all the pride he had.
singled out Dick and met him halt
way, blade to blade. The odds were
on Dick Anthony the minute they
touched points.
But a Cossack rushed to his ma¬

jor's aid, and Dick's good charger
groaned, hamstrung and helpless. A
Per».on »hot the Cossack dead as Dick
dismounted, but the Rusalan major's
»word missed Dick by the breadth of
a breath of air.

"Surrender!" he yelled: but be gave
Dick no opportunity to yield. Instead
he rode in with a rush, to make an
end.

Dick sprang, if a man may be said
to spring whose movement Is too quick
to see, crossed the borse In front, and
seised the major's leg. He could have
killed him then and there, for the
horse raced on and Dick's grip was
unbreakable.
The next thing that the Russian

knew was that Dick's foot was on
him and a claymore's two-edged point
was at his throat.
Dick called half a dosen men and

ordered one of them to snatch the
major's sword away.
"Now, bind him hand and foot!"
He looked once keenly at all six of

them, memorising face»; each knew
that he could pick all six again out
of a thousand shaald he wish to.

"I hold you six answerable for
him!" .

He bad time to look around him
then, and In a second his calm humor
left him. His eyes biased again and
his lips became a straight, hard line.
Hia Persians were butchering their
Cossack prisoners! Dosens lay dead
among the gun wheels.and under the
lega of the horses. Fifty more wer·
lined up, ready to be shot, and he
was Just in time to flint: himself in
front of them, and stop the volley that
would have turned his battle field to
a shambles and his victory to a crime.»..··»«
Midnight found the Princess OlgaKarageorgovich. chin on hand, star¬

ing at the distant Perslon watch-fires
that danced before a row of upset
wagons.

"Then, take that, sir!"
I make Dick Anthony an outlaw, «o that
Russia.-or rather the Okhrana that Is
Russia's bans:.might have excuse for
bringing down more troops to Persia.
What more excuse was wanted for the
invasion of Persia by an army corps?
She began to «ee now that her ven-

geance on Dick Anthony might be
accomplished better while at the »am»
time making her own position doublyetrflng with the Okhrana
Thrrugh the dark, stilling st-eets

she ran swiftly, though entirely un¬
afraid, to a palace that had b«en as-
signed to her for quarter« before «he
and tue military came to loggerhead«.
There. In a «tronar box that was
screwed to a heavy* table, there wero
paper« that contained the whole Rus¬
sian deposition» a« well as a chart
of Persia's weaknesses.
She ojened the box now and chuck¬

led as «he drew her finger over the
map, sweeping every other minute at
the moths that fluttered against the
lamp or fell singed on her secret pa¬
pers. Suddenly «he «lipped the mapback In Its envelope and called her
maid.

"Sit there!"
The princess pointed to a chair at

one end of her desk, and the maid sat
on it. leaning both elbows In front of
her.

"Write!"
With deft finger«, now, «he look

dictation, writing In longhand, but
so swiftly »that the princess scarcely
had to pause. The princess spoke with
her eyes on the wall In front.a.« if
«he were focusing the future.and «he
did not notice that Marie Mouquinhad inserted carbon paper underneath
the sheet alie wrote on.

Sheet after sheet wa« filled. Sheet
after sheet was laid on the blotter:
but a carbon copy of each sheet fell
In the maid'» lap, and In a momen«
when the princess paused to think,
shifting in her chair restlessly and
glancing to a shuttered window, the
sheets were rolled up and slipped Into
a stocking.
At dawn, they brought word that

the wire« had been repaired. By that
tlm« Olga Karageorgovlch had a mes¬
sage ready, written In code, and her·
was the first message that went
through. It stated, after askln« that
the army corpi be started on its
crawling way, that a letter giving
fuller and Important details followed;
and the letter started, one hour later,
tn the pocket of a man whose order»
were to kill as many horse« as he
could by galloping.
But before dawn, another messenger

had gone off in a different direction;
he bore a copy of the princesa' letter,
and the original of her secret map.
Stowed with them In the envelope
was a sheet on which the maid had
poured her heart out In what she
thought perfect English, and the whole
was addressed in a rambling hand to
Monsieur MacDoogle, chez Monsieur
Richard Anthony. J

a a a « » a /a
"Modern »runs, bahadur!" exulted

Usbeg All. "Nearly automatic! Non-re-
colllng.no need to re-alm after ears»
shot! A little Intricate, the mechan¬
ism, yes.but shooting with such «uns
Is easier to teach! Maneuvrlng? Ah.
that I« different, but we have picke»
our best men; they can already ride,
and the teams are good! We are an
army, now, bahadur.we have «uns!"
But Dick knew they were very far

indeed from being an army yet He
knew that two reglmertts of lnfan-
try were hurrying to overtake these
«un« ha had just captured and that
he must deal with those regiments
within ? few hour·
The Russians had all that he had

not: They had even aeroplanes and
wireless. He might expect at any time,
he thought, to see a dozen aeroplanes
circling Tike kites to mark him down;

messenger rode Into view and threw
up hi· hand· in the nick of lime.
He gave Andry a big envelope, and

Andr-y passed Ir to Dick without so
much as looking at It.

"If· your»," «aid Dick. "Open it!"
One by one, with awkward finger·

that were more used to heavy labor.
Andry drew out a letter from the
French maid to himself, a folded map
and twelve sheets of closely written
carbon copy. He passed everything to
Dick except the letter.
Dick sat on an ant-hill, pouring

over/ the map and comparing It para¬
graph by paragraph and line by line
with the carbon copy of a letter, hia
.yea glinted aa be recognised the un¬
mistakable genuineness of the map
and letter, both: he recognised careful
workmanship, and most ingenious
pains in the provision for s constant
succession of brigades on the march
southward. And with an Instant
genius that Is born in a few men, and
that cannot even be acquired by most.
he laid his finger on the weak spot
before he bad turned two pages.
"Look here. Andry!" Dick exclaim¬

ed. "Look here. Usbeg All! Where's
Usbeg All? Send him here. Look at
this, both of voir. See? This Is the
tra£k* of the gunboats and other
steam craft that are to bring the flrst
division by water. They're to deliver
their loads in Astrabad bay and then
return for more. See what it says
here? Shallow water! See this footnote?
.Water growing shallower every yar."
Note the provision for flnsts and am
tive craft to be collected and kept In
Astrabad bay to help the troops
ashore T'
The Afghan was staring at the map

over Dick's shoulder, running Angers
through his beard and striving hard
to malee sense of what was altogether
strange to him,

"TaKe it and look at it!" «aid Dick,
puahlng the map into hia hands. "It's
all planned for an advance, Isn't It?
Do you see the slightest preparation,
anywhere In one particular, for a re¬
treat? What would happen for in¬
stance, if It were attacked frani thia
direction?"

"In the name of Allah the Compas¬
sionate, bahadur, this Is the gift of
God! The Russians are delivered Into
our hands!"
"Not yet quite. Uabsg All! But you

see the Idea? They've made a foil of
ua.they've used us as a good excuae
for the advance; and once they gethere.provided we stay still.they'll
hsve us shut In at their mercy. But
we needn't stand still. We can take
the fight to Russia, and that, myfriend, ia what we are going to begin
doing this afternoon!
"Usbeg All," continued Dick, "hurry,please, and pick me out the best four

hundred men w-e have.four hundred dle-
hards to lead on a forlorn hope!"
"Will you invade Russia with four hun¬

dred?" laughed the Afghan.
"Surely," said Dtek. "I want you and

the rest to hold those two Cossack regi¬
ments in check behind us."

There had been too many messages.
too much ordering and counter order¬
ing, for the officer commanding the
two Cossack regiments not now to
be thoroughly on guard.
His «cout» reported the approach of

Dick Anthony'· men long before half
of. hi» preparation· for an ambush
were complete.
Long-range firing began at once,but It served htm to do little more

than disclose to Dick the nature and
extent of the defenses. The first in¬
spection satisfied him that he might
well take his four hundred horse¬
men nway. for this was a clear case
for Infantry and guns.
"By the wagons, he'» provisioned for

a few weeUs, Usbeg All! Lay siege to.

Mm'" ordered Dick. "If he suri.nd-!
*ra. take him and bla men up to our

-y*V In the mountain top and keep
him there; other.«
ed In and bus« I »hail 1. p"
!y satisfied if I find him In the sama
Plftre when I get back."
The four hundred rode off. and the

only man who had the least idea of
what their destination might be. or
of the natura of the work ahead, was
Dirk, who rod« In front ot them.
He rode «head for a inll« or two:

and then. «Ince he did not know what
new plans the princes« might hav«
mfde. nor whet reinforcements eh«
might have summoned, h« «sent twenty
men along In front of him, under as
Afghan officer who knew to an saaa«.
or a mil», the endurance of a horse
¦ nd could ions within a reasonable
frsctlon of the limit of a man
What had been a cruel march from

Aatrabad was scarcely more than a
pleasant gallop back again. In the jcool of the night the horses wer»
still fresh enough to querkeii the
pace, and It wa» Ion« before'midnight
«hen the leading ««out caught »Igbi
of a watchflre burning before the
barricade of wagons Hi galloised
back to report all wall, and not! .ng
leas than Dick'» authority could hav«
suppresaed th» cheer which »Imoat
bur»t out from th« column.
Dick went to th« front row now

and led them alon« In silence, and It
waa he who answered the challenge
of · sentry half a mile before n»
reached th« barricade
He rode on with »carcely a word to

th· »entry, and hi« men filed after
him by two in silence.
"Salaam, bahadur!" said a daep

voice when the barricade wa»
"Tou. Yussuf AUr'
"I «sblb."
..ah w»nr'
"All well, bahadur:
"Good!" said Dick. "Leave fifty of

your men hare. Then tal:· the reat
and hurry to Uabeg Alia aid. He
needa you!"
. "Where.- bahadur
"Back along the road we came, ?

Tee.now.tonight!" a)
a a a a a a a

Olga Karageorovlch took hold of jthe reins of government In Aatrabad
and held them with a «rip that would j
have done credit to a practised ruler
of snother »ex.
She hsd enough men th«rs*r to hold

the place now against any new at
li¬

on« w
her. dare assume the offenalve until
tempt Dick was likely to make, bat
not enou«h men by a long way to let

the «uns should come
«She sent telegram after telegram to

Ruaala alon« the mended wir», ur«fn«
that tbe army corpa be started on Its
wsy.

In proof of how careful tba Res¬
alan plans had all been laid for in¬
vasion of Persia when occasion offer¬
ed, gunboats with troops oa board
be«an to arrive and drop anchor in
the bay the day after bar telegram
was sent
She was seised with s yearning to

hav« It out with Dick.to capture him,
and torture him and kill him with her
own Ungar· before th« army corpa
ahould com« to rob her of her re¬

venge The »l«ht of hi« dead bodywould not be enough for her. 8ha,
she.must kill him with her finger«!
Then ah· saw dust and · column

on the aky line. She aent gallopers to
tell the «una to hurry. Qasm« from
a tower through strong «lasses, she
knew nearly as soon as tba gallop-
are that the «unnera had left their
«uns behind and »rar· trudging as
another regiment had done, weapon¬
less, ashamed! Now aha knew that
Dick had fooled her; that he wasn't
behind that row of wagon» after all!
And. peering from behind the

wagons, Dick laughed, tn that »trang»
unmusical Infectloua not« of hla, la
about three key. and without a word
of explanation.
Ha could see, bit by bit the whoU

puzzle piecing itself together Into the
»hap« he wanted. He could guess what
move the prince»« ara· likely to make
next; and hi» laugh ran« like · bell
a» he aaw the smoke of a fslr-eised
gunboat lifting over the ««award aky-
llne.
Th« commanding officer» refused to

march out of Aatrabad until the men
from the gunboats had marched In,
and though she stormed at them and
threatened them they stuck to their
point So there waa a Ion« delay
while · little force of sailors, marines
and nondescripts wss «ot together on
the shore and the boats were strlpp««d
of all except their engineers. Then,
when the new fore« marched in. the
old and far mor« numerous force
marched out. hot foot In an attempt
to ranch th« two regiments before
Dick Anthony could capture them or
els« utterly destroy them.
As they marched Dick watched them

closely. He had seen the men brought
from the gunboat· by the «bore. He
aaw the city «ate» cloaed and the few
defences manned by newcomer» Half¬
way, a» he waa, between the city on
his right front snd the bay on his
left he aaw everythln« snd read be¬
tween the linca Later, he saw th·
new, big gunboat drop her anchor In
the mud and almost her whole craw
landed to be marchad Into the city.
Ruiil« wa» at her old game.ad¬

vancing: No thought of a retreat or
the need for corerln« one entered the
head of any one connected with the
bu8in«as-
At night, with «team hlasin« gent¬

ly through the safety valva· in proof
of readiness for all «contingencies andof oil fuel'« superiority over coal,
they all slept except for a man or
two who watched the «ase· In the en¬
vine rooms

Dick's orders were given so silent¬
ly that only the company officers
gathered round him could hear them.
The fifty men whom Yussaf All had
been told to leave behind were lets·
now **1n charge of the horse». and
company by company th« rast wer«
led in silence to the shore, where they
hid in deep shadows Fifty men were
sent to eut the wires again: for now
tt was Dick's turn to wish secrecy.
Fifty more men laid down their arms
and went tn search of small boat·. It
wa» two hour» after dark when the
keel of the laat small boat discover¬
able «rounded between reed« and a
voice said:

"All ready new, bahadur!"
With a little splashing and oar

bumping, which made Dick and the
company commander« curse, but did
not disturb tbe drowsy gunboat
crews, tbe five advanced units of Rus¬
sia's Caspian fleet wer· surrounded
one by one. Dick blew a whistle, snd
at once the small boats all headed In¬
ward An alarm waa shouted, long too
late. The bigger gunboat's siren
screamed and her searchlight flicker¬
ed and then flared, full-on. But by
that time Dick was up the side of h·.
.on deck with his sword drawn, and
each of the other gunboats »ras la
like predlcsment"Below with you! Get below!" com¬
manded Dick, and the thlnned-out
craw» obeyed. They showed less re¬
sentment and more curiosity than the
military.more disposition to chan«e
master» without troubling themselves
about it.
But even Dick, who knew what to

expect, waa surprised at the readlneas
with which he was obeyed. Th« en¬
gine room crews were utterly outnum¬
bered, and in the bowels of the bl«-
geat of the gunboat».that on which
Dick held the wheel.there was
«rim. tremendous Andry with s rifle
in bis hand to se« tha. th« brld«·
signal« were answered Instantly; but
there was no oppoeltlo'i anywhere.
The men on the other four «unboata
obeved the order* of Dick's deputies
as readily, and «ot up anchor with¬
out waltln« for a taste of fore«.
Threats were sufficient.
Dick led the way on the bl««eit of

five gunboat« through th« winding
shoal of Aitrabad bay and out to open
water white the city behind him »tared
at the row of watch Are» he had left
dancing before upturned wagons Be¬
fore midnight he was out of »l«ht
of land, »tearing by compass, and very
closely followed by th« rest In «Ingle
line ahead.
Bo he «teamed with the wind behind

him. ordering his men to study the
bow machine «un« and brln« ammuni¬
tion for them up on deck To his
amazement, a Russian «unner left on
board as nlfht watchman volunteered

to ahoi»· them how to use th» seven·pounder«, and Dick accepted hi» aaVrwithout <-or-nm»nt, th« knout with It»stained lasb hanging la the wheel-bouse wa« aufnnent comment on ear¬thing a Hu.vi. «allor did by way oftreason.
Something of the «am« kind hap¬pened on the fullowina» «hip«. farwhen Dick led them in « lungaround toward the lee of a big la-land hi« aearrhligat abowed their gun«unhoused. and scratch craw» bus-«trying them. In a few minuta«, beordered (be searchlight dl.i-ontlaurd.for hi« heart leaped within him at th«»Ight of Ruarían rwHn« light. There

1 · .
w»r« doaena of them: There wa».Millar «»et at anchor. Hack Ing andleasing ia a rising ut There wereenough »hip» there to be carryingten thousand men.and he had flv«. hip», with four hundred'"Com« on deck- h« ordered dow«the speaking tube, aad Andry cam«.'N»""·. Aadry. rhooae jour gua.tak«that seven-pounder if you oare to Toucan see the Russian »hipa? The» thinkwe're part of their fleet running to»heiter behind them. The storm'· rts-.a>ig every second. Mr as» time we're»breast of them It ought to a» a hur¬ricane, and »ix «hots ought te tar»th« trick for us!"A'Wasti. s-reel. plunging like adeep-sea monster. Dick's ship headedstraight for th« Russian aecho«chains, followed daagerously claae t>»four other» that aseved tbelr helm»aa h» moved hia Suddenly a spurt offlame leaped out from a machia· gutand a stream of lead went whlatltru..not at the front «hip«, but at tbos.behind Instanti» th· «hip» that warefollowing Dick» opened up with allthe gun» they had.a acore ef rifle«took up the refrain, turning th« storminto hell'» chorus.Just a« the Spanish Armada was de¬feated b> th« weether and not men.and only the courage of a faithful fewplayed second to the weather, th'«atee I armada of Russi«'« for the ©onquering of Persia waa swept anda ««bed into unreoognltlon by a Cas¬pian southeaster. Dick took no creditto himself He pursued the Russian«until they wer« scattered all apartAnd then. In that condition, Dick drewoff aad left them.It needed all hi« .eatnanabla tolead bla little string of ship· back tothe ebelter of th« Island from whichhe had chased the Russian«.Before dawn, the »lorn: died dawna little.not enough for comfort, batenough for safety's aake. He orderedthe anchóse up at one· and »teamedaway before the crew« of the «trend¬ed Russian ship» could recognise him4M- tall the direction he took And be¬fore midday he steamed luto sight ofAstrabad Ba-

"Run tbe boats ashore outside thebay!" he ordered Then blow them
up. Let 'the enajineers and crew brin«their thing» aatror«. but keep them
prisoner».they'll be useful in an hour
or two."

N«w· of Dick'· coming was reportedIn Astrabad by the roar of Uve ex-

r'loeions. and by that lime Dick h»d
? all. nearly two hundred prisoner».He marched them ta the row orwagon« on the hillside and then aenta mounted man to the city with ·flag of truce and ward that he waswilling to exchange"Tell him I will treat with bim di¬rect!" tbe print-«·« answered.The man rode baek with her met
»age and Dick frowned.
"Rid« back!" he ordered "Tell her Iwill come and meet her half way, withone man. provided ahe »how» my fortythree alive outside the wall first "

So th« princess made a« virtue ofneceealty and rode out with her maid,followed at a distane« by Dick'· forty-three.
Dick did not dlamoont ?« touchedhl· forehead, «since he wore no hat,and then met tbe prineesa eye to aye."Ia thl· a decent note to aend to a

? lady?** »h« asked in French, holdingout a piece of paper from Dick'· mamorandum book that h« had given tatbe gunner major.Dick »rolled¦ The·« man are murderer·,' " sheread, "and this officer aa· deas hl»beat to kill me I can latagin« no
woree fate for either than to leavethem to your tender mercy. Do yourI best or worst Dick Anthony,* I« that
a decant letter. Dick?"

-What*» the matter with Iff" Dickaaked. "How did you taeat them.Look at them!"
Ha could have bitten hi» tongo« offthe next Instant, for ahe turned be-for« he meant bar to and.aaw!She aaw Andry, aad there vu littleelse to see because the man was huge,? and Marie Mouquln'« Inches were altsmothered in his vast embreo·."Have you a chaplain ia Astrabad?"asked Dick.
Th» prince»· »mllad «waetly as anangel: ao Dick knew he might expectnew deviltry.
.¦Andry!'' he «aid. sternly.The giant «et the maid on her feetand »tood upright- Th· girl Bobbed

a» »he drew her flrst long breath Inminutes.
"Get to your place behind me!""Now." said Dick. **We are here t*exchange prisoners. I offer all I holdof your men against my forty-three

you have brought out with you.""Take your forty-three!" she said,glancing back and motioning themJ forward with her arm.
The poor devils were so sore andI famished they could scarcely begin tnmarch, but tbey dragged themselvesforward and each touched the earth

as be paased Dick.
"That cn4ls the parle»-, then!" saidthe princess.
"Since you ss-* so," answered Dick-Then, take that, sir!"
She plunged her hand Into her breastand drew a knife She poised it.

.tmed It for ten seconds while Dick
eat and smiled st her.and hurled it
at him. But he ducked and the knife
went whissing past Andry » bead a»the big roan rushed forward to pro¬tect his master.

"So. the p»rley· over. I· It**· laugh¬ed Dick.
He looked down st the flag of tru« «that the had flung to th« earth. Hetbora» was standing on it He tos.edbis own down and laughed. She»creamed, for »he kaew a turn or

.vents waa coming that ahe waa not
arong enough to i-ope with. She wher,-
ed her horse and »purred him. l«utDick »el«ed her rein, «nd she look.*
up into hi« eye» again, flashing herhate of him. but conscious of tbe factthat sbe waa at hia mercy."My man Andry wanta your maid."
smiled Dick, "and «he aeema to wanthim. So he's going to have her."
The princess »tared up at Dick, butshe did not answer.
"She needs a chaperon." said Dick"Dick. What d'you mean!"
Dick recognised the new note In hervoice, and his own changed lnstaat-ly.."I mean exactly what I aay! Tak«

your girl. Andry!"
More amasad than ever the princes«had been. Andry «stepped forwardand obeyed.
"Tome on!"
Dick seised the prince»·' bridle reinand started back toward where hie

owe men waited. She tried to thro»·herself fram the saddle, but he seised·her »round the waist; snd sinceAndry« girl would follow him wlthou«' persuasion, the giant left her to arridabeeide the prince»»' borse. ^
"Tou vixen'" Dick celled her: andthat wa» the hardest thing he had evercalled a woman to her face. "Tou gave»Ti your trump» away when you threwthat knife at m«: You'll come now tothe mountains and protect your maid agood name!"
She did not an»wer. She was dumbwith rage and fear Dick rode withh»r at a walk until he reached thebarricade.
-Now. burn thoea wagon·!" he or¬dered. "Hurry !"
Within ten minute« the long line ofwood and wheel· was all abla»·, andthe prtnoaa» looked past It at the Cas¬pian, beyond whose wave» was Rua¬ste and tbe world of Intrigue aad lux¬

ury that »he loved Her eyes werewet. but Dick laid a hand on her armand called her.
"Com·!" h» »aid »imply. Then, turn¬ing to hi» ven. be shoutad at them-Ärward! Ride' Ride to the aid oflu»b»g All Khan!"


